Getting Started
The ACT (American College Testing Assessment) is an all-multiple-choice test given five times a year at various locations. It is an examination designed to measure academic achievement in four major curriculum areas: English, mathematics, reading, and natural sciences. Materials covered on the four tests that make up the ACT Assessment correspond very closely to topics covered in typical high school classes. Many colleges and universities use ACT scores as part of the admissions process. 

The ACT test doesn't test your intelligence, and it doesn't necessarily reflect your high school grades. It is a predictable test and can be well prepared through practice. This is what this Web site is about. When you complete reading through this Web site, you will know exactly how to prepare for the ACT. 

To perform well on the ACT, you need to find out ahead of time what you'll be expected to know or do and to think about how you can use your unique abilities to your best advantage.

The ACT Format
The ACT test is made up of four individual tests, each of which is designed to measure academic achievement in a major area: English, mathematics, reading, and natural sciences. 

· The test is about three hours long. 

· There will be a short break between the second and third subtests. 

· The test consists of a total 215 scored questions. 

· The test is comprised of four subject tests: 

	English 
	    
	45 minutes, 75 questions

	Math 
	    
	60 minutes, 60 questions

	Reading 
	    
	35 minutes, 40 questions

	Science Reasoning 
	    
	35 minutes, 40 questions



The following chart gives you a rough idea about the structure of the ACT Assessment:

English Test
45 minutes, 75 questions 

	Content
	Proportion
of Test
	# of
Question

	Punctuation
	.13
	10

	Basic Grammar and Usage
	.16
	12

	Sentence Structure
	.24
	18

	Strategy
	.16
	12

	Organization
	.15
	11

	Style
	.16
	12

	Total
	1.00
	75


Math Test
60 minutes, 60 questions 

	Content
	Proportion
of Test
	# of
Question

	Pre-Algebra
	.23
	14

	Elementary Algebra
	.17
	10

	Intermediate Algebra
	.15
	9

	Coordinate Geometry
	.15
	9

	Plane Geometry
	.23
	14

	Trigonometry
	.07
	4

	Total
	1.00
	60


Reading Test
35 minutes, 40 questions 

	Content
	Proportion
of Test
	# of
Question

	Pose Fiction
	.25
	10

	Humanities
	.25
	10

	Social Studies
	.25
	10

	Natural Science
	.25
	10

	Total
	1.00
	40


Science Reasoning Test
35 minutes, 40 questions 

	Format
	Proportion
of Test
	# of
Question

	Data Representation
	.38
	15

	Research Summaries
	.45
	18

	Conflicting Viewpoints
	.17
	7

	Total
	1.00
	40


Note: Contents of Science Reasoning Test include: Biology, Earth/Space Science, Chemistry, and Physics 

The questions in every subject test vary widely in difficulty. Remember that the questions are not arranged in order of difficulty. This is different from some other tests, such as the SAT, in which easier question come first. So, if you are stumped after the first few questions, don't even think of skipping the rest. You may often find later questions easier to answer then the earlier ones. Skipping past hard question is very important, since otherwise you may never reach easy ones toward the end of the test.

The ACT Answer Sheet

All of the questions on the ACT are multiple-choice questions. You'll have four answers to choose from, except in the Mathematics Test, where you'll have five. On odd-numbered questions, the answers are labeled (A) through (D); on even-numbered questions, they're labeled (F) through (J). This labeling system has the advantage of helping you keep track of which question you are working on. After you pick the best answer, you'll mark your choice on the separate answer sheet by using a pencil to darken the appropriate oval next to the number for that question. This produces an answer sheet that can be scored a machine. 

When you get the ACT booklet, you'll also get the answer sheet. Remember, your marked answer sheets will be read by machines. The machine doesn't think. It calculates your scores by what your marks look like, not by what you really meant. 

Fill in your chosen ovals correctly, completely and boldly as required, so there can be no mistake about which one you chose. It'll be too sad if you knew the correct answer but didn't mark it right. 

You should develop a good habit of regularly checking the number of the question and the number on the answer sheet every few questions. Check them carefully every time you skip a question. If you knew the correct answers but filled them in wrong places, that would be even sadder. 
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How The ACT Is Scored
First, for each of the tests, your raw score is calculated. Your raw score is simply the number of questions you answer correctly. 

The raw score is then converted into a scale score. There is a scale score for each test: English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning, ranging from 1 to 36. The system of converting a raw score into a scale score varies slightly from one test battery to another, since the test forms vary slightly in difficulty. If you get a slightly harder ACT, the score conversion table for your exam will be a little easier. You'll be able to get a couple more questions wrong while still earning the same scale score. The test-makers have an elaborate system based on statistical theories for figuring out exactly how much they need to compensate for slightly harder or easier test forms. The idea is to make any given score represent the same level of difficulty no matter when or where the test is given. 

Next to each scaled score is a percentile ranking. Percentile ranking refers to the percentage of people who performed better or worse than you did on the test. For instance, a percentile ranking of 87 indicates that 86% of the people who took the test scored lower than you did, and 13% scored higher. (86 + 13 +1 (you) = 100%) 

You'll also receive subscores for particular subcategories on three of the tests. In English, you'll receive subscores in usage/mechanics and rhetorical skills; in Mathematics, you'll receive subscores in pre-algebra/elementary algebra, algebra/coordinate geometry, and plane/geometry/trigonometry; and in Reading, you'll receive subscores in social studies/natural sciences and prose fiction/humanities. There's no subscore in the Science Reasoning test. The subscores are reported on a scale of 1 to 18. They are also reported as percentiles. The subcategories may be of some marginal use to colleges; they are much more useful to you if you decide to take the test again, as a way to pinpoint your strengths arid weaknesses. 

Finally, at the bottom of the page, you will find a composite score -- one overall number that summarizes how you did on the ACT. This is an average of what you received on the four main sections, and is the most important score for most test-takers. The composite score is used by most colleges and universities in the admissions process.

Some Tips You Should Know

Some students always do better in the ACT than others. Yes, they have studied harder and practiced longer. But knowing the right strategies also plays an important role in their better test-taking. Follow the following test-taking tips and become a better test taker: 

1. Know the directions and answer sheet ahead of time.
2. Read carefully and thoroughly. Avoid careless mistakes.
3. Pace yourself. 
4. Answer easier questions first, and harder questions later. 
5. Check your answer sheet regularly. 
6. Develop a strategy for guessing. 

Relax the day before the ACT. Before you go to bed the night before the test, check through the list of things you need to take with you to the test site. Make sure your calculator has fresh batteries, eat breakfast, and head for the site.

